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Lead water-pipes
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Pewter beer tankard
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Framework Regulation EC 1935/2004, Article 3

Food contact materials must not transfer their constituents to the food in 

quantities which could

• endanger human health

• bring about an unacceptable change in the composition of the food

• cause a deterioration in its taste or its smell
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Iron,  Fe                     40 mg / kg of food

Aluminium,  Al            5 mg / kg of food

Lead,  Pb                     0.004  mg / kg of food
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Regulation  EU  10 / 2011
Plastic materials and articles intended to come into contact with food

EU  2015 / 174

EU  2020 / 1245EU  2019 / 37

EU  2016 / 1416



Food Contact Materials legislation -- and whose responsibility is it to ensure compliance?

Eric Partington, Nickel Institute EHEDG World Congress 2022 - Munich, Germany 11



Food Contact Materials legislation -- and whose responsibility is it to ensure compliance?

Eric Partington, Nickel Institute EHEDG World Congress 2022 - Munich, Germany 12



Food Contact Materials legislation -- and whose responsibility is it to ensure compliance?

Eric Partington, Nickel Institute EHEDG World Congress 2022 - Munich, Germany 13



Food Contact Materials legislation -- and whose responsibility is it to ensure compliance?

Eric Partington, Nickel Institute EHEDG World Congress 2022 - Munich, Germany 14



Food Contact Materials legislation -- and whose responsibility is it to ensure compliance?

Eric Partington, Nickel Institute EHEDG World Congress 2022 - Munich, Germany 15



Food Contact Materials legislation -- and whose responsibility is it to ensure compliance?

Eric Partington, Nickel Institute EHEDG World Congress 2022 - Munich, Germany 16



Food Contact Materials legislation -- and whose responsibility is it to ensure compliance?

Eric Partington, Nickel Institute EHEDG World Congress 2022 - Munich, Germany 17

Food Hygiene Regulations EC 852/2004 require

• that all equipment … is constructed of materials which minimise 
any risk of contamination

• that all surfaces … are maintained in a sound condition and 
easy to clean and, where necessary, disinfect

• smooth, washable, corrosion-resistant and non-toxic materials
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A simple, but important, message

“The enemy is small!”
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Food Hygiene Regulations EC 852/2004 say that

• the primary responsibility for food safety rests with the food 
business operator
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